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2n, but ſurely in none more than in 
this of ours. Nom, if ever, it is n6 
ceſſary for us to exhort all that have x 
concern for their own Souls, to ſum 
the way of the Sinner, and refrain 
their Feet from the Path of the Wick 
ed. Now, if ever, tis neceſſary for g; 
to exhort all that fear the Lord, ty 
unite. and combine themfelryes for the 
Defence of his Honour, for the Sem 
rity of their own Souls, and, if it | 
poſſible, for the giving a check to 8 
and propagating Holineſs, in this in 
ious Generation. For now the nun 
ber and confidence of Sinners increak 
daily; Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs ſprea 
like a Leproſy, there is nothing i 
Example, nothing in Diſcourſe, © tha 
ſpeaks us Chriſtians; we ſeem to hat 
quitted, not only the Morals, but tit 
Principles of the Goſpel, and ha 
Feier Sch and. Dignity of Ol 
Purity, Sanctity and Dignity of Ur 
ſtian Converſation, that the leaſt ! 
of Seriouſneſs and Gravity begins 
look ſingular and unfaſhionable: 
that what is worſt of all, whilſt t 
Wicked publiſhed their Sin as S 
and hide it not, Religion ſeems 1 
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ant aſſurance, to diſtruſt its own 
uſe, and to be in a manner out of 
duntenance every where, but in the 
oſet and the Temple; and we are 
| danger in a little while: to ſee, Men 
wore aſhamed of Virtue than of Vice. 
Theſe are the Reflections which deter- 
ine me to this Subject. There is 
athing obſcure in the Text; I am on- 
s miad vou, that Wiſdom and 
0 1 12 Sin, 785 Terons 
mlent in the Language of the Scrip- 
and particularly of t his Book of 
werb: And that to _— up the 
ntitheſis or - Oppoſition between the 
o parts of this Verſe intire and full, 
e wuſt read it thus; He that keeps 
ompany with: the virtuons and good, mil 
hnſelf be r—_— and happy: But he 
that keeps, comp the vicious, till 
vicious and rale The Text then 
ontains theſe eo Propoſitions.. 3 42 


I. That Men: general become. ſuch . 
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theſe Doctrines, and then give you 
or three Rules for our due conduct 


* 1 


reference to Society. x. 


1. That Men are generally ſuch, 
their Acquaintance and Familiars an 
This is affirm'd in my Text, no ld 
with reference to good, than bad Cat 
y: There is one general and plu 
eaſon for this; all Men are natu 
Lovers of themſelves, and therefore 
moſt effectual way of endearing 
obliging ene another is by mutual R 
ſpects and Compliances; ne Man e 
make his Court more effectually to 2 
ther, then by falling in with him 
Opinion and Practice, approving l 
Judgment, and obſerving his Inclinatia 
this is that which flatters our Self-low 
the predominant Principle in our N 
tures; _ is os bw ray 1 
which is never to be hop'd for, whe 
Mens Principles and Humours are 1 
 confiftent and incompatible: Eer 
can be pleas'd our ſelves, . or 2 
thers, we muſt be mutually fafhio 
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moulded into an Agreement and 
ormity of E and Morals;, 

muſt be ated and govern d by the 

xe Affections and Inclinations, and 

yd and led by the fame Deſires and | 
Tons. This is ſo far the univerſal. _, 
ſe of Mankind, that it has eſcap'd - - 
ody's Obſervation ;, all aft and judge 4 
this Rule; we eftimate Men by - 

8 Intimacies they maintain; and he: 
| * dought to have forfeited all Preten-- <7 
| w good Senſe or good Breeding, 


xifreap none where there is no Agree- 
Ati t in our Notions and Inclinations. 

wbeſhhnt that this Truth, which is of the 
are cit conſequence, may be the more 
Fer ly imprinted, 1 will proceed to a 
leak e diſtin and particular Illuftrati- 
| ſhio {it: And firſt of the Influence good 


ore i does not ſtifle thoſe Sentiments,. 
g oF ſuppreſs thoſe Inclinations which 

al RA apt to ſhock the Company he is: 
an or give any diſturbance: or diſguſt 
to is Friends. From hence the Propo- 
him n laid down follows with undenia- 
ing Evidence, That Aden are generally 
natic | 4s their Co 075 are. For that 
eif-loniety will ſoon be diffolv'd, where we 
zur no Satisfaction from it; and we 


n 3 
Company has on us towards: miakingy 
Wiſe and Good; there are two Ih 
in Wiſe Men which never fail to v 
upon their Friends and Acquaintaneff 
Firſt, Good Diſcourſe; Secondly, G 
Firſt then, as to good Diſcourſes; 
manifeſt is the tendency of this? wii 
Eight, what Strength, what Pleaſuredi 
it miniſter? how does it awaken 
Conſcience, and purify the Heart? bl 
does it quicken us when we langi 
8 it _ and rene ooh 
we. begin to forget our ſelves, 
aſide a wiſe ſobriety of Mind and 
Fear? how does it raiſe us when 
ſink and grovel, and how oſten 
it kindle in us wiſe Deſires: and 
Porpoſes? Thus Solomon obſerves, 11 
tte lips of the miſe diſperſe knowl 
Prov. xv. 7. and the Nem Teftament 
us, concerning this kind of Dye 
that it iniſt ers grace to the hearer; 
it. edifies and builds us up in o 
faith: And the Diſciples going to E 
remark. what life and ſpirit there 
in the Converſation of our: Lord, | 
not our hearts burn within us mu 
zalkd to us. on the way, and n 


is % 
d to u the Scriptures? Luke xxiv. 32. 
Wn, though no Words can ever be 
Wrcegnated with the ſame” Force and 
rey with which our Lord's were, 
certainly when God and our great 
diator, when the Riches of Divine 
ice, when Righteouſneſs and Heaven 
the Subject of our Diſcourſe, when 
| Language flows from the Heart, 
is animated by a Vital and Experi- 
ul Senſe of that we talk of; when 
ea the Advantages which a true 
ami, and known Integrity, and 
noſt favourable Opportunities can 
it: Such Diſcourſe can never fail 
moving and affecting us 
rom Diſcourſe I paſs' on to Exam 
: and here tis certain, that Virtue 
er appears ſo beautiful and lovely as 
Action; That it is repreſented with 
ch more Life, in the practice of a 
and good Man, than it can be in 
les and Precepts; that the Notions 
form of Duty from the Lives of 
„ are generally more correct and 
than thoſe which we form even 
m the Scriptures themſelves; for we 
to bend and accommodate the Rule 
tle in favour of our ſelves, but we 
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the Excellencies and Perfection: 
Friend, are very ſtrong Incitemem 
Emulation, and very ſenſible Re 
of our Remiſneſs and tive 
renneſs and 1 and 
the other fide, his Defects, are M 
lent Leſſons of Ciution and Wat 
neſs. Tis laſtly Lens 1hns wha 
Beauty and Lovelineſs there be in 
it receives a new Acceſſion 
the Example of my Friend, whole 
tegrity I know, and the Eſteem and 
fection 1 have for him, is apt to bl 
in me à value ſor every thing - he 
with what he does. But theſe Al 
ments are too many and too copio 
be dwelt on; I content my felt ann 
fore only to have mention d them, i 
will lay before you but this one ln 
Conſideration: A good Life in a Coli 
nion is certainly a mighty Motive and 
couragement to us; for while we ru 
our Friends diſcharging the parts of on 
Chriſtians, we ſee in them not only na 
we ought to do, but what we my 
Whatever is poſſible to them, is poi 
tous too; for they are clad with: _ J 


DEL 
ties and Paſſions, exposd to 
Temptations, and have no ie 

Rances than what we have, or ma 
[In them we have plain -Demon- 
ion of the Truth and Power of Re 
Wn; we can no longer imagine that 
mn | 's a meer Speculatl on or Amuſe- 
þ or 'Virtue'a meer Nretence or 
| under theſe Convictions we 
ae come to a Reſolution our 
to do _ Duty, or ſhall ſuffer 
aly Reproa 15 80 our own Minds. 
is the — —— of Exam - 
it Inſtructs, it Exhorts, 
if it do not Prevail, it — 
s St. a _ . — 
compaſs out' wit a cloud 
neſſes, let us lay aſide every weighty 

the fin that does FA — eafily beſet . 
let us run with patience the race 
1 for bs Where the Apoſtle 
that if the Faith and 

ence of —— ap tis re .do 
move us to 1 their der | 


n Aud cer. 
ty che Examples:of the Living and 
e our Familiars and Friends, b. cannot 
e a 


= them, as thoſe of the Dead: Nay,'n 
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more 'for the Reaſons I have already 
" geſted. Will not our own Heart 
apt to reaſon thus with us, on 
Refletion we mald;on the Virti 
_ 1 what am I doing? ca 
17 go to the ſame place at laſt} 
purſue a Crown by Works of Faith 
biel be Works. of [ 
ness? he ſeeks a Heaven by the |; 
of Love, and the rot Foote 
hall ! in it by loth and Idench | 
— 1 and Looſeneſs; * 
_ the Body while 1 indulge 12 
and contends, and paſſes his Life 
ly fear, while I am — and u 
| cerned about a future. ſtate. - His 
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have done with the Influence of good 
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it Human Nature is -{> do 
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werte wit 
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to maintain the Charity and Mm 
wad $7 his Mind, * Ceaſures wil 
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"(52 FI) | 
anders, malicious Wit, or Trifling arid 
inence make up the Converfati- 
hard is it, cen for. 
to priſeres the Phrity unůw/QùSo- 
of. his Neid? 
oxury 
here. Pride and Ot f | 
the only thing admired; and nothing 

Bs any favour in it, that is wiſe or 
od, devout or humblez And if a vir- 
os perſon can in fach Company ſcarce 
Weep his Ground, how eaſily are thoſe 
me away by the Stream, who are of 
enſelves but too prone to Evil, and 

| 0 M fond of Temptation? ; $2624.35 -» 4, 


2 m Company does naturally inſtif 
ad propagite vicious Principles, world- 
—_— Mxims, ſenſual, carnal Improve- 
ents: Here we are furniſhed with 
WD>jctions againſt God and Providence, 
ich Excuſes and Apologies © for Sin; 
ere we learn to ridicule Religion and 
aonſcience, and diſpute our ſelves ont 
fan Senſe and Doty. *'Fis of this ſort 
TP! Commanication St. Paut ſpeaks, when 
e ith, Thar it corrupts | good man- 
rs. And at this day,; thoſe Errors 
Which fret like a Canker, and conſume 
| B2 every 


ne, 


= N I: ASS EOS G COL TRIER — 


„ 

(Furry. ing that fs wiſt and 

Wy Hane -Mnltiplied 00. =Y 
furez that ther iare no lavger «1 

cloſyre; of ſome few) Pretenders 9 

Hredam and Reaſop, but the foalihd 


and meaneſt, 45 Well as the moſt vi Wt 
ous part of f are ehe * | | 
With them. Fut zol yin off * 


edi and looſely, dogs naturally ES 
9 7 ſor r and Liberty in A 
mw] 5 and if we repeat either o 
all ſoon. graw hald and Rupid 4 
Sin; : For if we 1 to make al 
Reflection 3 our Words or 'Attionl 
= ſba . be inſenſibly betrayed into 
of Heart; or if (what is woch | 
* driven by the Reproaches 4 
| our Conſcience upon Reflection, to nll” 
Sanctuaty in the Cheats and Jo fem f 3 
whether vulgar or were b 
Sinners are wont t ed. thet | 
ſelves, we ſhall ſoon fi fink into Prophanl 
neſs and Atheiſm. Having thus unfdle 
ed to you the Truth of the firſt -Propt 
Len and e 
1010065 85 022 11: 7) r 
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n as their Company, ee 
ceed to the. 3 


). That Happineſs 3 er if wit 
„ d Pry of Folly, Nen may 
tier themſeſves as they "Pleaſe, and - 
"" de themſelves with vain. words; 
| the the Proud. 1 * Rich 5 
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not ! to 
| 1 7 1 

b e a true dad 1 p Saki 
in any thing ut e 
rs tells us plainly, . „ An 
„ only, 1 the promiſes the ket ther 
that which is to come, 


w , and 0 
4 Tim. i ii. 8. Wit "if. we ſowe to the 
, we ball of the fleſh reap corruption; 

X1 through the ſpirit we mortifie. the 

ds of the body, we hl. live Gal Vi. 
That we muſt all. a e before the 
nem ſeat of Chriſt, "we may 
e according to what * wo done 
the body, whether. it be good or evil 
Cor. v. 10. And both Reaſon an 
perience, as well as Revelation, tells 
B 3 — , ws us, 
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wy that lin is Kun an and diſhon 
= Kom. vi. 21. oy : 


, That th 
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d Folly may. proye Wiſdom ? 
' be ts + meer. Amuſement, 
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and Fancy may be infallible Guides? 
iſt the Judgment of another World 
tradict all our Senſe and Experience 
b That little Raillery and Sophi- | 
of the Looſe and YOO Port: of 
ind, may prove | the on only thin 
It has Solidity and Weight. in it; 

eſe are Things too 21 and ri- 
nlous to be fancied.. I will enlarge 
** ma a Truth which is; —_ 


WH en win the: kr 
| jy: ; propoſe: - 3 _Y 1 
7. give you ** Alice Ie your 


er Conduct, as to Society, or keeping 
pany. This may: be 8 to _ 
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** aſe of it, [INES 

. We maſt be ft 5 
due —— of our ſelves in this 
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1. As to the firſt Rule: We mult a 
* Jet the Authority of Scripture, i 
refuſe to obſerve it; for this er 
forbids us to aſſociate our - ſ.lves will 
the wicked and vicious, Prov. i, 
15. Enter not into the path of the wii 
ed, and go not imo the way of evil Mili 

void it, paſs not . turn fron 

and paſt away. 2 heft iii. 6 AM 
we command yon Brerhren, in the M 
draw your ſelves from every Brother i 
walks diſorderly, and not after the n 
tian which he recerved of us. 1 C 
11. — —— have | ng , 

not to keep Company. J Man 
i called a 25 a | er = 
vetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, fi 
Drankard, or an Extertioner, with ſui 
ene, no not to Eat. Nor do the E 
ples of Holy Men deviate in this pull 


om the Precepts and Exhortatioꝶ Wi N 
wot ſat with vain Perſons, neither Co 
go in with Diſſemblers... 1 have bac Wl an 


Congregation of evil doers, aud wil r. 
with the wicked. Pſal. cxix. 63. 1 
Companion of all them that fear thee, 


1.4171 
that keep thy  Prec And thus 
vas With * Wy good 1395 they did 
ily covet good, and ſhun. evil Com- 
N iii 16» When: wickedneſs 
then. they that feared tbe Lond 
r 72 ih another. . A. | 
es riſt tan. great Was 
. and 0 of | the. Dips 
s one with ano great Wa 
1 g Abhorrence of all the 5 Works of 
kneſs, = all Communion and at 
Php with thoſe that practisd | 
Wray eaſily be inferr'd 1 Act, ji. 
| 4, 200 Lag places 105 Holy We: 
2 pears. (then s is plain in 
+. and from wh 13 . 2. it 


s that Reaſon. is 4 7007 
W think that Widen. and Folly, 
WT pinels and Milery, are th ings ip 
rent. 


Dir here *twill be FEY At this 
W we. ſhall ſoon find our ſelves. ob- 
| to renounce the World and Joie 
Company. Is not -our Cafe much 
lame with that which St. Paul putz, 
„ v. 9, 10. J wrote unto you in an 
tle, not to com 2 with Fornigators 5 * a 
vor Lebe the Fornicator: 2 
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the Wirld, or with the Covetoni | 
' Portioners, or with Idolatert, "fir 
© muſt je needs go out of the Warll 
_ this 1] anſwer, 1. Be it granted, s 

Objection ſuppoſes, that we muff 
ill Company or none, in this d 
_ * affirm it is far better to keep nl 

Retirement is not ſo dreadful 21 
to a Chriſtian, as ſome thiak; 
Calm and Peace of the Mind is 1 
more defirahle than Noiſe and I. 
ter; and the Quiet and Regularit 
Privacy much to be preferred before 
Senſuality and Confuſion of viciow( 

' pany. Nor need any one compli 
the uncomfortablenefs of Solitule,! 
can converſe when he pleaſes wit 

_ -triarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles; 
with God and his Son Jeſus. Aj 

Man may meet God like Jſaac, i 

Fields, or Moſes in the Deſart , he 

enjoy Communion with him, like" 
vid, in his Bed-chamber, or J. 
the Dungeon., The Promiſe, 7 1 
23. is not limited to place; 4 
ove me, be will keep my words, 
Father will love him; and we will 
unto him, and make our abode mitt 
But on the otker Hand, in the C 
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the wicked we ſhall never find 
; nor never feel any effi ffects of his 
ous Preſence, but ſhall be ex 
Attempts and Practices evil. 
x, and to the Conan of Vice... 
wiſe Man obſerves, t it is bet- 
> live alone, than with a, — 
of 2 rough, untractable, and ex- 
ing Temper: But | am ſure there 
e no Company, how froward and 
ſoever, ſo fatal to our Happineſs, 
awhich infill Vanity no = 
and Opportunities. of Fr 
'No Solitude can be ſo difi 
portable. as that Society whic 
the Heart, or darkens the = 
Wing no Provocation or Inſolence 
de half ſo injurious, as that Con- 
on which tends to Softneſs or 
achery, to the betraying us into 
ve of | God. World, * a -2 ra 


This Objeftion ma have ſome 
r in a Pagan or a 2 World, 
re it has none in a Chriſtian one. 
Church of Chriſt is not yet lrſt 
(Cottage in a Vineyard; our Je- 
is not yet degenerated to the 
degree 


[2 _ 
degree of Terje of old when WR 
ſpoke thus of it in the 'Prophier; i 
4 Run ye through the Rretts . 
be now; ond dm, aud fetk b 
i trees thereof; If ye car 4:4 
i [there fe Leh” eue Jud 
truth, &e. Nor fer 
yet pray was the Pſalmiſt, ke 
d, for the' godly Ma 
ah; fo 44 the 22 N 7m | 
Chil ren . e. For 
God are | numerous; "or or tel 
driver to their Secret 
the Wilderftieſs, or prone oo} 
their Lord arid Saviour, or to m 
__ Profeſſion of the Hope" tl 
in them. 8 1 a a 


= gunt, wit yol bs, ür a 
good Chriſtians, but they are not a 
they are not everywhere to be f 
but the Worſhippers of Pleaſare 
every where ſwarm, every where WY 3 
us. There is am eaſie e 5 
Do thy Duty with. an humble a eti 
affected Confidence, with a ſeat WF 
unalterable Reſolution * Put 00 
Garb of 2 Diſc ple; let the Ar 


vv 
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ſtʒ. let the: Brightneſs, 


Wi las that enriches. 
a adorns the Soul, break forth ever, 
won in thy Converſation; and 
n ſhalt ſoon ſee, that the Good will - 
n 4-3 but the Wicked will 8 1 
. They will ſhun 171 15 
id to do the Ligh 

of te ff and Prof A 400 8 


72 himſelf unta 
90 40K 11 


i 1 1 2 Fo Ak ex 
= OMMoAs t tn 11 E 
t 9 e 55 Fuat 15 ket i 


ans upon thee the Company of the 
1 2 hour, ane 
naiſhing Splendour whic 
ſe Moths and. Ni utter: 
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them in their Vices, but to diſc 
tenance or reprove them : And, ast 
World goes now, I think this Rule | 
to be extended no farther than to | 
macies and Familiarities, to volunt 
and choſen Acquaintance, not to! 
cHental Meetings, or accafional d 
pondencies. . Pot we muſt take d 
905 to be too* favourable and com 
ant in this Matter; the more Sin 
bounds, the leſs Diſci pline is or e 
be exerciſed; the more 15 
we be in ar to do Honour 
Religion, and to fix a Mark of Su 
and Infamy upon Vice. Never is il 
Rule more ſcandalouſly tranſgreſs d, til 
when Prieſts and Prelates court bo 
Company and Favour of Atheiſts. 
Adulterers: Or Matrons and W = 
that of a wretched ' Woman, ' ml 
State and Port is not more notom 
than the Shame and TLewduck 
maintains it. How can our * 
r Nie think that there is an 
| itude in the Sin, W 
Pay * Woch reſpect to the Sinner? 


2. We. muſt vonder hei on 
be The true End and Deſign of Soct 


= 
= 
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( Converſation among Chriſtians. Cer- 
ay that Man has a very mean and 
* Notion of Friendſhip, who pro- 
es no other End than to eat and to 
ink together, or to laugh and fool 
ay our precious Moments. The Scrip- 
e points out to us much nobler Pur- 
ſes and Deſigns of Cenverſation, when 
tells us, That our Speech ſhould be 
h 4s may adminifter Grace; that we 
Would bild up one another in our holy 
„, that we ſhould comfort one ano- 
exbort one another continually, and 
much the more, becauſe the day ap- 
Wzches, &c. and ſurely we are ſtrange- 


is WW niſtaken, if we think that our Com- 
1, cation will loſe all Guſt, by being 
rt Wed to one of theſe Ends. On the 
ts. U trary, it would doubtleſs be as much 
ee delightful as beneficial, if, when 


meet, we were accuſtomed, inſtead 
Cenſures and Reflections, News and 
pertinence, or Frothineſs and Light- 
s, to diſcourſe of ſome worthy and 
le Subjet, becoming the Genius and 
pe of a Chriſtian. The Example of 
wid confirms this Notion; he try'd 
found, that Friendſhip. was both nſe- ' 
and pleaſant, whilſt it was n13in- 

| 0 C 2 * 14 4 tain'd 


EE - 
tain d on the Stock of Religion; i 
Companion, my CR my familiar Fil 


we took ſweet Counſel together, and vil 
ed into the Houſe ' of God in cmi 


Pal. Iv. 13, 14 
To this it will be again obj a 


It will be very difficult at all times 


find Matter and Occaſion for good [ 


courſe. I anſwer, Ent, I do not u 


ty and totally exclude the common 
cidents of Life, the Buſineſs and Af 


of it, nay, even Things of a plain 


and divertive Nature, if modeſt and 
offenſive, from being ſometimes 
Subject of Converſation; but, I | 
Religion ought to be the main 
great End of it. Secondly, *'Tis 
or me to conceive, how a good Chril 
ſhould often want either Matter or 
portunity for pious Diſcourſe. A 
; he muſt ſuffer the Provide 
of God to paſs without any Obſerni 
or Remark 3 he muſt be n 
the Works of Nature; he muſt 
terly unrad in the Hiſtory of Hu 
Affairs; he muſt be unacquainted 


the Book of God; and he muſt 1 Id 


little Experience of the Power 4 


EL 
Wn of God's Word and Spirit | 
WW own Soul; he muſt have refleted 
W. little on the Wiles of Satan, the 
Wnptations of the World, and the 
hs and Weakneſſes of Human Na- 
„ who can want Matter for good 
hief | ourſe. The Man of Letters, the 
DS: of Buſineſs, . the Man of Pleaſure, 
aue er wants Matter; Books farniſh the 
We, Buſineſs the other; and their Vices 
Nt VS Diverſions the third. Tis ſtrange, 
* W: the Chriſtian alone ſhould be bar- 
Is. The Chriſtian! who is a Child of 
WE Light, and of the Day, and ſhoald 
nd in Wiſdom and Underſtanding. 


if > Chriſtian! who has every Hour 
1 of the higheſt Importance on 


Hands! And who, finally, is enter- 
d with more and richer Pleaſures, 
n the moſt fortunate Epicurean can 
tend to. As to Occaſion or Oppor- 
ity of good Diſcourſe, did the Heart 


yid f that way, every thing would afford 
eggs. But alas! We rather ſhun than 
1 k Occaſions: And I know not by what 


ange Error we have baniſh'd all Mat- 


Hin of Religi f pany; as i 
gion out of Company; as if 

1 ing but Ignorance or ace tion 

i make a = ſo impertinent, as 


C 3 | do 


"T3 
to talk of any thing that were x 1 
e I beſeech you to confi er, ll 
ther this be not a very near Appra 4 
to the being aſham'd of Chriſt? wil 
ät be, how ſball we eſcape that vl 
ful Sentence which is denounced ug 
Er , © 
me ae, an oras, is 
wicked and adulterous 2 1 1 
4% Hall the Son 0 A Man be 
when he cometh in the He bis Fi 


With, the | e 
of the 
za, And wt Fan which 51 
we muft be thoroughly perſwaded tha 
right condutt of our ſtves 2 by 
e Society, 16a Matter of : 
ment and Importance. 4 — 
Scripture plainty ſuggeſt rhis, 
. our Saviour tells us, Matth. Xii. 
| our Words we ſhall be juftified 
our Words we fall be cond: 
uy Po Opp tells us, James ii, 
"oo not in Words, tie 
12 Man. And tis no w. 
| 9 25 ripture lays ſo great a Streß 
on ſo Pe Tong on the due Got 
ment of the Tongue, ſince 3 


C50 J 4 
re to the pleaſing of God, to the 
nour and Intereſts of Religion, and 
the forming the Morals of Men. 
to this latter, the forming every 
n's particular Manners, 1 | have ſaid 
h: One thing here I will oniy 
| rk; never was there a more illuſtri- 
Proof of the Efficacy of Religious Con- 
tion, than in the Primitive Times. 
xt to that of the Spirit of God it ſelf, 
Chriſtians found no greater Support 
kr all their Trials, then — they 
1 from their matual Incourage- 
and Exhortations of one another. 
do not queſtion, but that Reli - 
s Friendſhip would be as uſeful now 
preſerve us againſt the Snares and 
aſures of Sin, as it was then to up- 
| them under their fiery Trials and 
ions, were our Diſcourſes: now 
lated by the ſame 8 * theirs _ | 
. As to the 3 
God, think you, be as well — ä 
h our talking of, and magnifying 
wondroas Works, in our familiar 
verſations with one another, as 
our praifing or extolling him in 
Cloſets? And muſt not tie R 
Reverence which we roſie for him 
in 


I 32 J 
in Company, be as acceptable to hin 
our private Adorations? Spring they will 
from the ſame Principle? And is not ii 
one as ſubſervient (to ſay no more) of 
his Glory as the other? As to the Hu 
our and Intereſt of Religion, noi 
can more effectually prone it, than i 
giving a frequent and publick Teſtinallf 
of our Value for it. Which way offi 
we more clearly convince the Word 
the Excellency and Virtue of-it? Wh 
way can we more effectuilly propyl 
in one another the Love of it, than 
making it appear that it has moul 
and form'd our Souls into the Image 
God; that it has poſſeſſed our Thouy 
and refined our Converſation? But if 
the other Hand, if we have no Reg 
to our talk, if we think this a Mi 
which. Conſcience is not concerned i 
we ſhall ſoon ſee Religion daily ll 
ground; for we ſhall ſoon learn to ti 


| 


and act with the ſame Liberty we tal 
and this will introduce a ſtrange Fin 
things in a little time. 1 


Now to cloſe all, If our Care or 
concernment in this point, be o! 
vaſt Conſequence, we cannot but 14 


_ L SEE... .-- 
ſhall be call'd to a ſtrict Account a- 
t it in another World; the Day is 
ing when the Lord will fulfil his 
mile, Mal. iii. And the Lord beark- 
and heard, and à Book of Remem- 
e written, and they ſhall be mine 
= the Lord, in that Day when I make 
Wy jewels. The Day is coming when 
= will execute the Threat denoun- 
in the Apoſtle Jude, Behold the Lord 
h with Ten thouſand of hs Saints, 
xecute Judgment upon all, to convinee 
Wy bit are ungodly amongſt} i, of all 
—_— Aly deeds which they have un- 
Wy committed; and of all their bard 
le, which ungoaly Sinners have ſpokert 
| in him. | e e 
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